3, 4 Consequently a substantial volume of that synthesis was very flexible, and we envisaged that it could be readily applied to polyhydroxylated systems of other ring size combinations, such as the 5,7-heterocyclic ring system of (+)-11, reported here (Scheme 1). 4 noted that this reaction was only performed once, and higher yields may be achieved with further optimisation (e.g. longer reaction time). Finally, O-benzyl removal by catalytic hydrogenolysis, using PdCl 2 under an atmosphere of H 2 (1 atm), gave (+)-
11
.HCl in excellent yield, which was purified by ion-exchange chromatography to
give the free amine (+) 
Conclusions
In summary, the synthesis of a potential glycosidase inhibitor, based on a novel 1H-pyrrolo[1,2-a]azepine structure has been achieved. We believe the method is flexible enough to allow the synthesis of many analogues, including those with different stereochemistries and/or larger ring systems simply by varying the vinyl epoxide stereochemistry, and/or epoxide side-chain length. Furthermore, this method could potentially be extended to the synthesis of the key 1H-pyrrolo[1,2-a]azepine core of the stemona alkaloids. 
1,1-Dimethylethyl (2S)-2,5-dihydro-2-[(1S)-1-hydroxy-5-[(4-methoxyphenyl)methoxy]pentyl]-1H-pyrrole-1-carboxylate (5).
The N-Boc derivative of 4 (500 mg, 1.193 mmol) was dissolved in dry DCM (300 mL) then benzylidene-bis-(tricyclohexlphosphine)dichlororuthenium (Grubbs' cat.) (50 mg, 0.061 mmol) was added. 
1,1-Dimethylethyl (2R,3R,4S)-2-[(1S)-5-[(4-methoxyphenyl)methoxyoxy)]-1-(phenylmethoxy)pentyl]-3,4-bis(phenylmethoxy)-1-pyrrolidinecarboxylate (7) and (1S,6S,7R,7aR)-tetrahydro-1-[4-[(4-methoxyphenyl)methoxy]butyl]-6,7-

bis(phenylmethoxy)-1H,3H-pyrrolo[1,2-c]oxazol-3-one (8).
The triol 6 (440 mg, 1.034 mmol) was dissolved in THF (60 mL) then NaH (302 mg, 
('S,2R,3R,4S)-1',3,4-Tris(phenylmethoxy)-2-pyrrolidinepentanol (9).
The carbamate 7 (396 mg, 0.569 mmol) was dissolved in DCM (5 mL), then TFA (5 mL) and anisole (0.60 mL, 5.44 mmol) were added. 
